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Friday, September 30, 2016
The NALAA leadership team, headed by Bro. John T. Flomo, arrived in
Collingdale, Pennsylvania on Friday morning, September 30, 2016, and
immediately got the ball rolling with a meeting with Pastor Dr. Mathew Kamara,
pastor of the Pilgrims SDA Church where the convention would be held.
Friday Evening Welcome Program
During the Friday Evening Welcome Program, Bro. John T. Flomo served as
moderator. Sister Henrietta Kingsley of New Jersey led the singspiration,
singing old time favorites such as I am On the Battlefield for my Lord and Go
Down Moses. Those present were asked to share their favorite memory verses
and explain why they loved them. This was followed by a very powerful
testimony section, full of praises about the healing power of God. We were truly
inspired. We then had a season of prayer led by Sis. Nerissa Kamara, wife of
Pastor Dr. Mathew F. Kamara. Pastor Kamara did a sermonette for the welcome
service. We joyfully closed the program with familiar songs, looking forward to
meeting the next day.

Saturday, October 1, 2016
The program on Saturday began with song service led by Sis. Henrietta
Kingsley, opening prayer by Elder Charles Breeze of PA and welcome remarks
by Elder Dr. Anthony Moore, PA chapter president. Special music was done by
Sis. Hawa Doe in Gio, a traditional language of Liberia. Pastor Joseph Serbli of
PA led the congregation into a brief review of the Sabbath school lesson. The
congregation then sat and listened to two life changing presentations before
divine service.
Seminars
Pastor Dennis Carlson, Planned Giving and Trust Services Director, General
Conference of Seventh-day Adventist, did a seminar on Estate Planning: How to
make sure your family is covered by leaving a will. He emphasized the
importance of leaving a will and encouraged us to work with our local
conferences to help us plan and make a will. Sis. Jeanette Dare from the
Pennsylvanian Conference did a seminar on Reaching the Stranger in Our Midst.
She encouraged us to be loving Christians and reach out to people in simple and
unconventional ways, e.g. starting a friendly conversation with our neighbor. A
slideshow of past convention photos was then played while awaiting the start
of the divine service.
During the divine service, Sis. Lucia Dossen of New Jersey did the Call to
Worship and Pastor Mulbah S. Jallah of Maryland did the Invocation. Bro. John
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T. Flomo welcomed everyone present, both members and visitors, referring to
the visitors as roses in our garden. The Pilgrims Seventh-day Adventist Church
Choir led the congregation in Praise and Worship followed by the Intercessory
prayer which was done by Sis. Nerissa Kamara from Liberia. The Scripture
reading, Joshua 14:12, was read by Sis. Roselyn Mitchell, wife of Elder George
Mitchell of Oregon. Sis. Muankontee Mimbar, Vice President of the PA Chapter,
introduced the guest speaker, Pastor Mulbah S. Jallah, and Sis. Tafawdza
Mufumbu of PA blessed our hearts with the song of meditation, followed by
Pastor Mulbah S. Jallah, pastor of the Prince Emmanuel All Nations Seventh-day
Adventist Church in Bowie, Maryland, who spoke on the theme: “What is Your
Testimony?”
Divine Service Sermon
Pastor Jallah encouraged members to be faithful, remembering how the Lord
has led us in the past, and how good He is to us, His children. His personal
testimony was that he had recently been discharged from the hospital a few
days prior to the program and was in excellent health. He also spoke about his
experience going back to Liberia after the war to look for his mother but not
being able to find her. With only two days to his return to Nigeria, he and a
friend prayed for the Lord’s intervention. His mother, on the other hand, had
gotten the message that he was looking for her and was trying to reach him. On
her way from Lofa to Monrovia, the car she rode broke down due to lack of
engine oil. She told the driver to pour her gallon of palm oil into the car and
start the car in faith. The car started and ran well until they reached Gbarnga.
There, the car broke down and she was able to take another car to meet up with
her son. That was his testimony. What is your testimony?
The tithe and offerings were promoted by Pastor J. Auzzell Gibson after a
slideshow of the various NALAA projects in Liberia. The closing hymn was
“Because He Lives” and the benediction was done by Elder Kiche of the Pilgrims
Seventh-day Adventist Church followed by lunch in the church’s fellowship hall.
After eating and socializing, it was then time for the afternoon section of the
convention.
After lunch, Bro. John T. Flomo, did a seminar on God’s Plans for man, Living Life
on Your Own Terms. He mentioned that God’s plan for man is to prosper
according to Jer. 29:11. Man possesses five attributes from God that enables him
to achieve prosperity namely independence, creativity, organization, dominion
and works. The Musical concert was canceled to enable convention attendees
to rest and get ready for the evening dinner.
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The Evening Fundraising Dinner began at 8pm with opening prayer by Sis.
Priscilla Morgan, PA Chapter. Elder Anthony Moore, PA Chapter President, did
the welcome and opening remarks, followed by a special music by Sis. Tafadzwa
Mufumbu.
The Fundraising activities led by Sis. Lucia Dossen began soon after the dinner
was served. Many donated to the completion of the Borkeza Seventh-day
Adventist Church and also to their birth months.
Recognition and Appreciation: During the dinner, Miss Mimi Ricks of
Delaware was recognized for her dedication and support of NALAA and the
people of Liberia. Also recognized was Elder Tarpeh C. Zarzar, First Elder of the
Pilgrims SDA Church of PA, for his dedication, firmness and resilience in the
formation of the Pilgrim Seventh-day Adventist Church. In the absence of a local
church pastor, Elder Zarzar kept the torch of the former Abundant Life Seventhday Church burning until it was dissolved. The former members then founded
the Pilgrims Seventh-day Adventist Church. Finally, on Sabbath, October 15,
2016, the NALAA leadership team returned to PA to present a Certificate of
Appreciation to Pastor Kamara who was absent during the dinner session of
the convention. The team appreciated him for willingly accepting the call to
pastor the Abundant Life Adventist Church right after obtaining his doctorate
from Andrews University, for his leadership role played in the establishment of
the Pilgrims Seventh-day Adventist Church and for facilitating the church’s
recognition by the Pennsylvanian Conference of Seventh-day Adventist
churches and also to thank the PA chapter for hosting the 2016 convention.

Sunday, October 2, 2016
Business Meeting
The Business meeting began at 10:30 AM with brief remarks and welcome from
Bro. John T. Flomo after the opening prayer by Elder Tarpeh Zarzar, PA.
Devotional
Sis. Johnetta B. Flomo of Maryland did the morning devotional in the absence of
Pastor Charles Menjor. She spoke about remaining connected to Christ, our
Savior. He is the vine and we are the branches. If we detach ourselves from Him,
we will not function. She told a short story about the missionary whose car did
not run properly because of a disconnected wire. Breakfast was served after the
devotional.
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President’s Report
During the President’s report, Bro. John T. Flomo got emotional and broke
down while addressing the members present. He felt overwhelmed that NALAA
seemed to have failed the people of Liberia by not fulfilling promises made to
them. He noted that being a member of an organization comes with
responsibility such as due payment and convention fees. Over 75% are not
fulfilling their responsibilities to NALAA to enable it to function.
He stated that six years ago, we started the Borkeza Seventh-day Adventist
Church building, doing it in stages. The church has been roofed but needs to be
completed. The NALAA Scholarship program, initially intended to benefit
students and families in Liberia, has been suspended due to the noncommitment of members who had pledged support and have not fulfilled their
commitment. NALAA still owes tuition for the program in Liberia. According to
him, “it’s hard to look at those kids and tell them that they cannot go to school
because the people who promised to help them have not given the money
promised. However, there are a few positives to be thankful for in NALAA. Ten
years have gone by since the birth of NALAA. President Flomo noted the
following progress since formation of NALAA.
2008/2009
a. SDA Mission Youth Camp Donation - $3,500.00 donated for a water pump
system (pump and generator)
b. Renovated the ceiling and floor of the Paynesville Seventh-day Adventist
Church
2010/2011
a. Donated 30 pews to the Reaping Church in Gbarnga, Bong County
b. Began the Borkeza Church Project with 51 baptisms during the ground
breaking ceremony. The foundation was also completed.
c. Scholarship projects began with 10 students in Kakata, Bong County
2012/2013
a. Borkeza Church project continued with the building of the walls.
b. NALAA sponsored additional 20 students on scholarship in Buchanan, Grand
Bassa and Voinjama, Lofa
2014/2015
a. Borkeza Church project continued with roofing
b. Suspension of scholarship program
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c. Ebola drive in the US
d. Ebola donation for Ebola drive in Liberia
With regards to the upcoming election of new officers, the president appealed
to the incoming team to be willing and ready to work, unlike others who had
occupied positions and not functioned. He said “it is better to leave a position
empty rather than have one that is occupied and not functioning”.
Financial Report
The financial report was made by Sis. Lucia Dossen, Financial Secretary. The
report was reviewed, voted, and accepted by the General Assembly to form part
of the achieves.
Membership Declaration
Seven individuals declared their intention to be members of the Pennsylvanian
Chapter. Two paid their membership fee and the others agreed to send in their
fees.
Constitutional Amendment: Prior to the election of new officers, the General
Assemble unanimously voted for an amendment made by Elder John Dahn Suah
of Rhode Island to remove the limitation clause on the term of the presidency.
A. Election Commission:
The Assembly then selected three individuals to form the election committee
namely: Pastor Dr. Mathew F. Kamara as Chairman, election commissioner,
Pastor J. Auzzell Gibson, member and Sis. Muankotee Mimba as Secretary.
B. Elected Officers
The following individuals were elected by the process of one man one vote:
1. President
Bro. John T. Flomo,
2. Vice President
Bro. John Dahn Suah
3. Secretary
Sis. Johnetta B. Flomo
4. Treasurer
Sis. Sue Williams Moore
5. Financial Secretary
Sis. Lucia Dossen
6. Social Secretary
Sis. Beneno Barco
7. Chaplain
Bro. Victor Whren
After the election, Pastor Kamara introduced his wife, Mrs. Nerissa Kamara,who
just arrived from Liberia. The two had been separated for nine years and four
months.
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Plans and proposals for the next two years
It was discussed and voted that we focus on the Borkeza Church project and
have it completed. We will suspend all other projects, including the scholarship
program. However, if individual members want to sponsor needy students
through NALAA, they are welcomed to do so. Currently, three families are
sponsoring students.
It was suggested and voted that all members make a minimum donation of
$100.00 by the end of April, 2017 towards the completion of the Bokeza Church.
Everyone was encouraged to make their yearly due payment along with their
donation.
Liaison for Children
Sis. Netteh Saylee of North Carolina was appointed as liaison for children. She
will be responsible for incorporating our children into NALAA’s vision to help
Liberia and help them get to know our culture.
2016 Convention Host
The members from New Jersey, a subset of the PA chapter, voluntee to host the
next convention on the last weekend of September 2018. The exact dates are
Sept. 28-30, 2018. The next convention will include a program for children. It
was also agreed that we be consistent and keep the last weekend in September,
every two years, as NALAA’s convention weekend.
Sis. Johnetta B. Flomo thanked the leadership of the Pennsylvania Chapter for a
job well done, especially the extra effort they made to prepare the dinner food
with such short notice.
The Business meeting ended at 2:45 with the closing prayers offered by the
newly elected Chaplain, Bro. Victor Whren and Pastor J. Auzzell Gibson.
Following the business meeting, the group went out in the church’s yard for a
barbecue and take group photos.
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